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SPORTS

DirecTV Broadcast an Entire Fake
Champions League Soccer Game to
Combat Piracy

Faux Ronaldo, Pogba, Suarez and Félix suited up
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Brazilian soccer fans who clicked on links promising a free livestream of the
March 15 Champions League soccer game between Manchester United and

Atlético Madrid couldn't quite believe their eyes.

Everything seemed decidedly off. Match action slogged along as streakers and
fans invaded the pitch while underwear rained from the stands. Players took
selfies, bit each other and attempted bicycle kicks—while riding actual
bicycles.
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before Manchester United and Atlético squared off. Lookalikes starred as

Ronaldo and company. Plays and commentary were largely scripted, with
viewers directed to the real match on DirecTV Go at regular intervals,

where they could claim a free seven-day trial.

Below, the campaign creators open their playbook:

Muse: What was the specific brief? Why tackle piracy at all—and how did that
lead to a fake soccer match?
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At times, it does play Iik ;sketch comedy. There's wacky stuff going on.

Amanda Oliveira: We included an unusual event on or off the field every five
minutes. They were small details, really—but all together, they created quite
an unusual match. For example, at halftime, a player promised to score a
bicycle goal. In the 87th minute, he invaded the field using a bicycle, and was
sent off by the referee. In the 67th minute, a semi-naked fan invaded the
pitch with a sign reading, "No more hunting for pirate links." During the
break, the announcer was caught off guard while having a snack and had to

continue presenting with his mouth full.
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In June 2020, at the height of Covid-19, with live sports sidelined

-

worldwide, Corona beer presented a different type of phony soccer match.
The brand pitted Aguilas del América against Chivas Guadalajara via 90
minutes of very real footage from the teams' battles spanning seven decades.
This "Match of Ages" scored a gold, four silvers and one bronze at last year's

Clio Sports Awards.
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‘ David Gianatasio

@DaveGian
David Gianatasio is senior editor at Clio Awards.
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